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A modern thermonuclear

This W87 thermonuclear warhead is launched on an MX imtercontinental
missile. Packed into a multiple independently targeted re-gntry vehicle
(MIRV, shown below), it splits off from the missile to strike its target.

Fission trigger

Chemical explosive
Pt Berylllum Fusion device
Ay, Plutonlum-239 giasnium-zaa or

Lithium deuteride
(fuslon fuel)

Uranlum-235

?I?%egrll’t;m-lrmum Foam Uranlum-238 case

MIRV length: 5.7 feet MIRV base diameter: 1.8 feet
Explosive power: 300,000 tons of TNT
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% NPT: Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons: 1968

% Intermediate Nuclear Force Treaty between US
and Russia (Soviet U): 1988

% START: Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty between
US and Russia: 1991, 1993, reduction ->6500 (Russia),
->8600 (US); eventually down to 3000-3500

% CTBT: Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty:
1996 at the UN; signed by 181 nations



